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The application procedure for returning' Sephardic Jews has been criticised for
cost and complication, and for the possible inclusion of a general knowledge
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Sephardic (of Hispanic origin) Jews, principally about the law’s
excessive red tape and, within that, an excessive cost for
applicants.

The Sephardic Jews were expelled from Spain in 1492. The country is
now offering citizenship to their descendants (Getty)

“This law acts as a [historic] recognition of the pain and the
damage that was suffered in Spain by the Jews after everything
they had contributed here,” Ms Chevalier Sola said. “But I now
view it as a two-edged weapon.”

Mr Romero Caballero, a retired religious studies teacher, added:
“After the humiliation and pillaging [following the 1492
Alhambra Decree], this law is a formal recognition [of
responsibility] but nothing more.”

Legislators in the ruling People’s Party government say there is
still room for improvement in the proposed final format of the
laws, due to be passed in the autumn, which would allow
applicants to gain dual Spanish citizenship.

The small print reportedly requires each applicant to make two
visits to Spain, first for a personal interview and then for
registration as a citizen. The cost of that is likely to be too high
for entire families of Sephardic Jews living, as many do, in North
and South America.

There are gripes too, about charges for the passport, fixed
provisionally at €75 (£54). Finally, a possible general knowledge
test on Spain’s constitution and current social situation has been
criticised. Opponents say that knowledge of the ancient
Sephardic languages Ladino or Haketia should suffice as proof of
Spanish ancestry.
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Abroad, some potential Jewish beneficiaries confirm their
dissatisfaction. “It [the legislation] was all very beautiful at first,
but afterwards it has been a disappointment,” Patricia Harari, an
Argentinian Sephardic Jew now living in Israel, told El Pais
newspaper. “Many families will not be able to afford to take all of
their relatives there twice.”

Ms Chevalier Sola plans to apply to open a synagogue — the first
in Granada since 1492. However, she and Mr Romero Caballero
are unsure of how many former Sephardic Jews — of the

estimated 90,000 able to apply — will make use of Spain’s offer.

“We get a lot of Argentinians here, particularly elderly women
who are getting very emotional about their new nationality,” Ms
Chevalier Sola said. “They feel this law is a recognition, not
towards them, but towards everything that was here beforehand.
But people actually saying they will use their passport to stay
here? So far, nobody.”
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Spain's offer to Sephardic Jews to 'come home' may come with costly strings and red tape attached - Europe - World - The Independent

SANDMAN 5 days ago

What about the Moors who were expelled after 800 years of
living in Spain?

o JORN 5 days ago

& theyinvaded and where deported after the reconquista.
colonialists don't count I guess

DAY 5 days ago
% To start the Moors itself were invaded by arabs these

arabs went into Spain and after 800 years of
intermittent war. Expelled or forced to convert into
christians. There is no way to recognise them from the
rest of the population in north Africa. The Spanish jews
were victim of the "Inquisicion" which now sound evil
but by the time was seen as the only way to "clean” the
country and avoid another invasion.

LAGUERRE 5 days ago

It'll be Israelis who don't have another second passport who'll be
interested in the Spanish offer. Having a second passport is
commonly thought to be a wise precaution in Israel now.

SINGINGCANARY 5 days ago

Who is this non elected nincompoop, who has only become king
due to his family's corruption, to decide who should now have
free access to live in Spain, whilst at the same time thousands of
well educated Spanish youth are forced to leave Spain to to do
menial work in other European countries? What he should do is
ask the government to call a referendum on the monarchy as the
Spanish people are asking him to do and stop diverting the
attention to matters which are totally irrelevant to Spain's dire
situation.

AWNER 5 days ago
memlxi /rio

http://www .independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/spains-offer-to-sephardic-jews-to-come-home-may-come-with-costlystrings-and-red-tape-attached-102. ..

i see you nasty view blinding you off all humanity and common
sense

RIO CHICO 5 days ago

Another scam by the Spanish elite to screw more money out of
whoever. It's about money only, which is why they are not
offering the same deal to expelled Muslims, millions of them,
because they haven't the money. Not even an apology for the
hurt. They just want them to work in their green houses.

FREEALI 5 days ago

But RIO, as you see, many of Muslim governments
don't regard their citizens even in their own countries,
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should they expect from others?

i "' 4 JON 5 days ago

y

7 & because they were colonialists, the Jews weren't.

MCMLYT 5 days ago

Who cares. Leave then be where they are. If they don't want to
go back then that is up to them. If they want to go back then just
go and live in Spanish society as it is and INTEGRATE!
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